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When the hunter and his companions arrive at his hut, the wife
jumps to the conclusion that the girl is the hunter's mistress, and
beats her. She cries, and her brother cries and begs for mercy in
songs. At last the hunter succeeds in making his wife believe his
account regarding the new-comers. She is willing to adopt them as
son and daughter, but considers his plan of taking them to the king
would be highly dangerous.

The next scene is between a landlord and his son in Upper Burma.
They are comic characters. As there is a shortage of labour and they
badly need a ploughman, they decide to visit their great friend, the
hunter, in Lower Burma, and ask his help. They arrive at the
hunter's hut, and when they tell him and his wife the reason of the
visit, she suggests that her adopted son should become their plough-
man. The hunter is against the proposal, but he is scolded into
silence by the wife. The young man and his sister refuse to part, but
\dien they are beaten by the wife, he has no choice but to go. They
bid each other farewell in tender songs.

The wife ill-treats the girl so much that the hunter, who dearly
loves the maiden as a daughter, desides on taking her to the king. He
tells his wife that if he were to offer the girl to the king without
mentioning her real origin, she would be made queen as she is
exceedingly beautiful, and they would be amply rewarded. The wife
points out that if the king should ever find out the truth, all of them
would be executed. He discusses the matter with the girl herself,
and both come to the conclusion that any risk is worth taking to get
away from the cruel woman. So he takes the maiden to the king,
telling him that she is a gift from the fairies in the forest. The king
makes her queen, and him a nobleman. The scene closes with the
hunter bragging to his wife.

The king winders about the city at night, listening to the gossip
of his subjects. He hears a couple quarrelling. The husband accuses
the wife of copying the rude manners of the ex-hunter's wife. The
quarrel leads to a discussion of the rumour that the queen is in reality
a baboon. They sleep and the king passes along the darkened stage.
Then, the ex-hunter and his wife are heard talking in bed. The wife
is frightened, and as her fear makes her more human, she is no longer
a nagging woman. She is anxious lest the king should hear the
rumour about his queen. The hunter consoles her, saying that no one
would dare to speak about the rumour to the king, as a bringer of bad
news usually gets identified with the bad news itself and is punished.